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Steps for Alternate Care Sites

By Angie C. Smith April 2020

1) LICENSURE

ADPH has issued guidance to allow a provider to add an “alternate care site.” There are two
types of alternate care sites

e Transfer from one facility type of patients no longer requiring that level of care to
another facility type that is going to provide a level of care other than that which the
facility accepting transfer is licensed or certified.

e Transfer of patients to a building/facility not constructed or used as a health care facility

To obtain approval, which is required before accepting any patients, the facility must file with
ADPH the following:

a) Statement including the following
Description of alternate care site
Name and location of facility
How it will be used
Number of residents to be housed
Level of care to be provided
Name and location of any other health care provider with whom you are
collaborating regarding the use of the alternate care site
b) Copies of waiver from SHPDA (see below)
c) Technical Services information submitted
a. Name, location and facility ID
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b. Life safety/evacuation plan

c. Fire safety/evacuation polies and procedures

d. Most recent inspection on fire alarm system

e. Does facility have automatic sprinkler system — if yes, provide most recent

inspection report
f. Does facility have emergency generator?
i. If yes, most recent inspection report
ii. If no, information on portable generator
1. What will be on emergency generator
2. kW of generator
3. fuel source of generator
Call light system?
Construction Type (LSC)
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d) Signed attestation certifying you will sufficiently address and provide for the health
and safety of the patient/resident population to be served in the alternate care site
and meet the population’s level of care requirements

2) CERTIFICATE OF NEED

Emergency rules passed by SHCC and CONRB on 4/7/2020 require the filing of a waiver that
includes the following information:

Name and address of the provider;

Additional institutional health services or any other services, to be provided;
Number of beds or additional hemodialysis stations requested;

A description of any facilities being constructed, and equipment being acquired;

vk W e

The date that the proposed new facilities, equipment or services will be in service
and available to address the emergency;

Projected cost if known;

Information demonstrating that the project is required to address the public health
emergency identified in the Declaration and this rule; and

8. An unqualified commitment, by an authorized officer of the applicant, to comply
with the requirements and limitations of this emergency rule and any similar
emergency rule adopted by the CON Board.

There is a filing fee of $50.00, which must be paid through the electronic payment portal.

SHPDA developed a form for use in applying for the CON waiver. The form can be found here.

3) CERTIFICATION/REIMBURSEMENT

This is still an area of that has not been clarified. CMS has instructed providers to reach out to
Palmetto (MAC) on how to “enroll” the alternate care site. Under previous CMS guidance to
nursing facilities, a facility could operate “under arrangements” with another facility and
continue billing under the nursing facility’s provider agreement. We have reached out to CMS
and Palmetto for additional guidance. The other alternative would be to enroll the “alternate
care site” as a temporary or new provider. According to the MAC Hotline document from CMS
the temporary billing privileges could be issued in two business days. For full provider
enrollment, the MAC information states that an electronic based application is expected to
process in seven days and a paper application in 14 days.

Additional information regarding provider enrollment relief can be found here.

Stay up to date by monitoring the latest COVID-19 resources on our CORONAVIRUS RESOURCE CENTER.
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https://otc.cdc.nicusa.com/Public2.aspx?portal=alabama&organization=SHPDA
http://www.shpda.state.al.us/REQUEST%20FOR%20WAIVER%20Fillable%20Form.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/provider-enrollment-relief-faqs-covid-19.pdf
https://www.burr.com/coronavirus-resource-center/

To discuss this further, please contact:

Angie C. Smith at (205) 381-1364 or acsmith@burr.com
or the Burr & Forman attorney with whom you normally consult.

Burr & Forman publications should not be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for general
information purposes only and may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of the Firm,
to be given or withheld at our discretion. The mailing of this publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, an attorney-
client relationship. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Firm. If legal advice is
sought, no representation is made about the quality of the legal services to be performed or the expertise of the lawyers performing such service.
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https://www.burr.com/attorney/angie-c-smith

