James P. Fields Jr.
Counsel | Columbia, SC
T: (803) 753-3244
jfields@burr.com
Services
Economic Development, Government Affairs & Investigations, Government
Relations,
Jim Fields joined Burr Forman McNair in 1984, after serving as Attorney to
the South Carolina Senate Judiciary Committee and Clerk of the Senate.
He was the Managing Shareholder of the Governmental Affairs Unit until becoming of counsel.
He represented a multitude of major business clients involved with issues before the South Carolina
Legislature, South Carolina regulatory agencies, and local governments. Due to his vast experience
with the state’s business community, he also advises the firm on economic development issues
relating to recruiting and expanding business in South Carolina. Jim also served as the Executive
Director of the Palmetto Institute, an independent research foundation chaired by Darla Moore, whose
singular mission was to increase the economic well-being of the citizens of South Carolina.
Publications
10 Items of Note From the 2016 South Carolina Legislative Session
Education
J.D., University of South Carolina, (1974)
B.A., Clemson University, (1970)
Licensed In
South Carolina
Honors & Awards

Best Lawyers in America "Lawyer of the Year," Government Relations Practice - Columbia (2013,
2017)
Best Lawyers in America (2007-2020)
Named, Legal Elite of the Midlands, Columbia Business Monthly (2016)
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent© Peer Review Rating
Recipient, Order of the Palmetto
Experience
Led effort to develop and pass infrastructure bank legislation.
Successfully defended client on effort by trial lawyers to change statute of limitations.
Led lobbying effort to pass major regulatory reform legislation in S.C.
Led lobbying effort to pass education accountability legislation.
Successfully lobbied against electric deregulation for client.
Led lobbying effort to pass local sales tax option for client.
Defended SC senate on reapportionment and constitutional issues.
Successfully lobbied for interstate banking legislation for client.
Successfully lobbied for billion dollar bond bill for education facilities.
Successfully passed legislation for national time-sharing organization in tax and real estate area.
Successfully defended businesses on environmental issues sought by environmental groups to
limit or shutdown the businesses.
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